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   COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
[image: ]The City of Merrill is seeking to appoint Three Budget Committee Members, a three-year term, for this fiscal year. If interested, please notify the City Recorder’s Office by Thursday,  April 09, 2026.
************************************
City Council Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
Planning Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m. located at 301 E. Second Street Merrill, OR 97633. 
You can be added to either agenda(s) by contacting the City Recorder's Office, or you can attend and speak during public comment.
____________________________________
EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Lost River Bluegrass Festival has been cancelled for 2026.
____________________________________
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
As many of you know, Greg Matthews, our Public Works Director, sadly passed away January 17, 2026. Greg was more than a coworker; he was family to many of us. He was a mentor, leader, and a father figure to many of our colleagues. Greg poured his heart into the City of Merrill. We are all grateful to have been part of the many things he accomplished for our community, including the Merrill Museum, the annual community Christmas program, and especially the Lost River Bluegrass Festival. He brought people together and gave us our community moments we will never forget. He accomplished all these things while serving as Public Works Director. He loved Merrill and everyone could see it. His passion and dedication touched countless lives. The city has lost a truly special soul, and we have lost someone who meant more to us than words can express. We will forever cherish the memories and the laughter we shared with him. Though he is no longer with us, his legacy will live within the community he loved so much.
Sincerely,
The City of Merrill Staff
**************************************
Please welcome Juan Carlos Roman Vazquez as our Interim Public Works Director. He has been a light during a very dark time.
Also, the City of Merrill would like to extend a heart felt thanks to the City of Malin for their assistance; the epitome of community helping community. 
We would also like to express our deepest condolences to the Matthews family. 
____________________________________
MERRILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The recent passing of Greg Matthews has left many holes in our community that one person alone could not fill. His countless contributions to this town have been a great inspiration to me, particularly his creation of the Merrill Museum. It wasn’t until he walked me through his little museum that I realized just how much history our town really has. We have history not only on a local level, but  national as well. Our lazy Lost River was once the bone of contention during the Modoc War, even making headlines in the London papers. Our little town was the childhood home of Carl Barks, creator of the beloved Disney character, Scrooge McDuck! And would you ever have guessed that Merrill had its very own Soda factory?
I am saddened as well as honored to have been given the responsibility of caring for the museum, and will do my best to continue Greg’s vision. To start, I am compiling an archive to keep record and preserve the stories behind the many artifacts our wonderful museum holds. I still have plenty to learn when it comes to Merrill’s history, and I am open to hearing it first hand. 
For those of you who have donated an artifact to the museum, if you would like to give me some insight on the items’ history, it would be greatly appreciated. You can email me at merrillmuseum1894@gmail.com, or you can try and hunt me down in person. If you have yet to visit the museum, come check it out at City Hall, Monday through Friday from 8 to 4.
God Bless,
Zeke Nunn 
____________________________________
DID YOU KNOW?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]During cold weather or snowfall, sidewalks can become slippery. Please remember to use ice melt or keep them shoveled to ensure safe walking conditions.
Did you know the City has a Snow and Ice Ordinance that requires property owners to maintain the curb, sidewalk, and landscape strip next to their property? 
90.23 	NUISANCES AFFECTING PUBLIC SAFETY.
(B) Snow and Ice. Each property owner is responsible for maintenance of the curb, sidewalk and landscape strip abutting the owner’s property.
(1) Snow shall not remain on the sidewalk for a period longer than the first two hours of daylight after snow has fallen; or
(2)  Ice shall not remain on the sidewalk for more than two hours of daylight after the ice has formed unless the ice is covered with sand, ashes, or other suitable material to  assure safe travel.
(3) It shall be the duty of every owner of any lot or parcel of land or part thereof fronting any public right-of-way of the city where sidewalks have been constructed or parking strips exist abutting the lots or parcels of land to keep such sidewalks and parking strips in good repair, and in a safe and sound condition, including but not limited to repair of damages caused by a tree or its roots.           
(4) The owner of real property is responsible for maintaining the adjacent sidewalk or parking strip shall be liable to any insured or who otherwise sustains damage due to defective sidewalk or parking strip condition or because of any negligence of owner in failing to maintain the sidewalk or parking strip in good repair and safe and sound condition.
(5) If the city is required to pay damages for any injury to persons or property caused by the failure of a person to perform the duty which this section imposes, whether by judgement or settlement, that person shall indemnify or otherwise compensate the city for the amount of the damages thus paid. The city may maintain an action in court to enforce the provisions of this section.                        (Ord. 2051; passed 2-8-2022)
______________________________________
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES &                  SPECIAL DAYS
Happy Birthday and Anniversary to City of Merrill Residents! 
We'd love to share your memorable occasions, crafts, and food ideas with the community. 
Please send a note, call 541-798-5808, visit the Recorder’s Office or send an email to clerk@cityofmerrill.org.
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