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   COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Legal Notice
Notice of Budget Committee Meeting
A public meeting of the Budget Committee of the City of Merrill, Klamath County, State of Oregon, to discuss the budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027 will be held at 301 E. Second Street, Merrill City Hall, Merrill. The meeting will take place on May 04, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. The purpose of the meeting is to receive the budget message. This is a public meeting where deliberations of the Budget Committee will take place. An additional, separate meeting of the Budget Committee will be held to take public comments. Any person may appear at the meeting and discuss the proposed programs with the Budget Committee. The meeting for public comment will be on May 11, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. and will be held at 301 E. Second Street, Merrill City Hall, Merrill. This notice is also posted on the City of Merrill website: www.cityofmerrill.org.
A copy of the budget document may be inspected or obtained on or after April 27, 2026 at 301 E. Second Street, Merrill City Hall between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday.
****************************************
Thank you to our Budget Committee Members who volunteered to assist with the Budget Meetings. We appreciate your time and effort. 
****************************************
City Council Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
Planning Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m. located at 301 E. Second Street Merrill, OR 97633. You can be added to either agenda(s) by contacting the City Recorder's Office, or you can attend and speak during public comment.
_________________________________________
EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join Merrill Fire Department for Bingo and Spaghetti Night. Saturday, May 30, 2026.   
Doors open at 4:30 p.m. Dinner at 5:30 p.m. Dinner tickets are $10.00 per plate. Bingo cards and daubers are sold at the door.
Dinner tickets may be purchased at:
Merrill Lumber
Merrill Fire Department
mrfdbilling@merrillfiredepartment.org
______________________________________
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
When a scheduled or emergency water line shutdown occurs, the Public Works Department makes every effort to communicate with residents. If there is an emergency, Public Works will do their utmost to notify residents of the shut off by hanging pink tags (if time allows) and sending text messages to those who have signed up to receive emergency notifications. When there is a scheduled water line shut off, pink tags will be posted on the residents' doors to notify them of the impending shut off. We are now trying to post notifications on the City website to keep residents informed of scheduled and nonscheduled water line repairs. 
****************************************
Water invoices are sent out on the first of each month, unless the first falls on a weekend or holiday, in which case they are sent out on the first business day thereafter. The due date is the 15th of each month. If payments are not received by this date we cannot guarantee the payment will be reflected on the next months invoice.
***************************************
The Merrill Burn Pile is designated for grass debris and branches only. Disposing of household appliances, garbage, or junk is illegal. Due to issues with illegal dumping, the burn pile is available for use Monday through Friday from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. 
Weekend use is permitted by special permission only. If you wish to use the burn pile on a weekend, you must contact the Recorder’s Office by Friday to obtain permission. For any questions, please reach out to the City Recorder’s Office.

The City of Merrill installed a new RV dump station near the intersection of Third and Elm Street. RV dumping envelopes are supplied at the dump station. $10/dump.
______________________________________
MERRILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Merrill Theater
Digging through the many papers and artifacts in back of the Merrill Museum has lead me down dozens of dust ridden rabbit holes. One in particular being an old film reel with the marking “Potato Festival Parade, 1948”. It got me thinking, did Merrill ever have a theater? With a painful few minutes of reading, I discovered we did. 
Long before our Flag Park stood proudly on Front Street, Merrill’s Community Hall filled the space. Although it wasn’t built to be a movie theater, Valcav Kalina thought it ought to be. On February 14th, 1927, he brought the motion pictures to Merrill by signing an agreement to rent the hall for showing silent films on Friday nights and hosting dances on others. With the movie projector and screen he had purchased for $529.99, (around $10,000 in today’s money), and his home built projectors booth set on the hall’s balcony, he had converted the building into a theater. Children could enjoy the start of their weekend with a 10 cent movie ticket while adults could attend for 35 to 50 cents apiece. It was made clear that all movies must be clean of course, with no bedroom scenes or women shown in undergarments. If the people of those days spent a minute on Netflix, I believe they might just faint on the spot.
In those days there was no sound to the movies, the audience had to watch the expressions of the actors and actresses and read what they had to say. The music was provided by the pianist, Mrs. Edna Merritt, who would tailor the tunes to the mood of each scene. Others running the show included Louise Dalton, who sold the tickets, Barbera Hunnicut who collected them, and Charles Zumr, (from Malin), who ran the projector. 
It was a hopping place in the final years of the 1920’s, that was until the talking pictures came to be in 1930. Silent films quickly became outdated and the theater closed due to the building not being equipped for sound. After that, a trip to the Malin Broadway was necessary to see the next motion picture.
 So we had a theater, though it was short lived. Who knows maybe somebody will turn their field into a drive-in theater one of these summers. Cmon’ let’s steal some of
Malin’s spotlight.
______________________________________
DID YOU KNOW?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Did you know the city has a garbage or trash accumulation ordinance in effect for its residents? 
§52.02GARBAGE OR TRASH ACCUMULATION.
	No person in charge of property shall permit to accumulate in or about any yard, lot, place, or premises, or upon any street or sidewalk adjacent or abutting upon any lot, place, or premises, owned and kept by him or her or for which he or she may be agent, any garbage or trash; or permit garbage or trash to accumulate in or about any yard, lot, place, or premises, or any paper from which there may be danger of fire or which shall render any yard, lot, place, or premises unsightly; nor shall any person in charge of property permit to accumulate in or about any yard, lot, place, or premises, or upon any street, any rubbish or filth of any kind. 
[bookmark: _Hlk20730581](Ord. 181, passed 4-18-1974) Penalty, see § 52.99
______________________________________
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES &                  SPECIAL DAYS
Happy Birthday and Anniversary to City of Merrill Residents! 
We'd love to share your memorable occasions, crafts, and food ideas with the community. 
Please send a note, call 541-798-5808, visit the Recorder’s Office or send an email to clerk@cityofmerrill.org.
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