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   COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
City Council Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. Planning Meetings are held on the 1st Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m. located at 301 E. Second Street Merrill, OR 97633. 
An exception will be made for the October 8, 2025, City Council Meeting, which will be held at the Merrill Rural Fire Department at 6:00 p.m.
You can be added to either agenda(s) by contacting the City Recorder's Office, or you can attend and speak during public comment.
**************************************
The office will be closed on the following days in observance of:                                                                            
Columbus Day - Monday, October 13, 2025 Veterans Day   - Tuesday, November 11, 2025  Thanksgiving   - Thursday, November 27, 2025             
                            Friday, November 28, 2025
************************************** Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 2, 2025. It is time to fall back.
**************************************
Reminder: Front Street/Highway 39 is 25 mph through town, and Washington Street between the Bank and Post Office is a one-way street. _________________________________________
EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk209618244]The 88th Annual Klamath Basin Potato Festival takes place on October 17th and 18th. This is more than just a festival; it is a celebration deeply rooted in Merrill, Oregon's past, entertaining generations while preserving local traditions.
The theme for this year's festival is "Spudtober Festival," and the Grand Marshalls are the Liskey Family and Farm, which represents generations of agricultural roots. There will be vendors, great food, activities, a parade and much more. 
Klamath Basin Festival is hosted by the Merrill Lion’s Club and festival information is available on their website at: https://klamathbasinpotatofestival.com.
DID YOU KNOW?
[bookmark: _Hlk199396678]Did you know that to operate any motorized or electric bikes, ATV’S or UTV’S on a state or city roadway that Oregon State requires the operator to be at least 16 years of age, have a valid Driver License, and the motorized vehicle must have working headlights, brake lights and turn signals?
If you do not meet all requirements, and are stopped by any Law Enforcement Officer, you will be subject to a citation and/or having the motorized/electric bike, ATV or UTV towed at the owner’s expense. 
Thank you for your understanding and please, let’s have a safe Fall and Winter season.
Kind Regards 
Parker Hetherwick
Sgt Merrill Police
**************************************Did you Know The Merrill Burn Pile is intended for grass debris and branches only?
It is illegal to discard household appliances, cabinets, boxes, garbage, metals, or junk in the burn pile. 
We want the residents to have this service but it is being abused again. If the illegal dumping continues, the burn pile will revert back to permission dumping only. Contact the City Recorder’s Office if you have any questions.
__________________________________
MERRILL HISTORICAL SOCITETY
It’s been a while since our last newsletter, which talked about the Applegate Trail, how it came to be and the major players. 
We gave an idea about the route the party took, starting near present day Dallas, Oregon, more or less making their way through what is now I-5 to below Ashland, over the Greenspring’s, skirting Lower Klamath, over Stonebridge, around Tule, Clear and Goose lakes, and across the Black Rock Desert to present day Rye Patch Reservoir in Nevada, tying into the California Trail.
Being already July, they had to hustle to where the California met the Oregon Trail and entice some of the Oregon bound wagons to follow the new route. Jesse Applegate and four others went on ahead of the main party to do just that and stock up on supplies while the others lagged behind on the Humboldt River. 
On August 10, 1846, it is said about 100 wagons and some 400 to 500 settlers set out from Fort Hall Idaho to traverse the Southern Road. When they reached the Humboldt River in early September, it was decided that Levi Scott and David Goth would stay with the wagons while Jesse and Lindsay Applegate and others would go ahead and clear the trail. The going was rough with intermittent harassment by the Paiute and Modoc bands. Near Clear Lake, Jesse left a note for Scott saying he was going ahead to the settlement to try and put together a relief train for the emigrants and left a crew to clear the path, but within a week’s time, they too headed for the settlement leaving Scott, Goth and the rest of the emigrants to clear the trail themselves, causing great condemnation of the Applegate’s. Each morning, Scott would go ahead, scout out a route and then make it passable for the wagons. The train was often spread-out 20 miles or more, causing more delay.
In late October they were south of present-day Canyonville, when Scott had to threaten the emigrants to keep them going. He told them he was going through the next morning, if need be, by himself. “I will not stay, idly here, and see you all perish, because you will not put forth an effort to help yourself”. The next morning, October 26th they started into the canyon and it rained for the next seven days. This was the same storm that caught the Donner Party in the Sierras. Supplies were running out, game was scarce and the trail had become harder to clear with brush and trees everywhere. Everything was slippery and muddy and starting a fire was almost impossible. Seven poor souls died in the canyon and more would have perished if not for the relief trains that finally showed up.
There were some mighty hard feelings toward the Applegate’s after this debacle and the Applegate trail was more a term of derision than honor. Some feel it should be called the South Trail while others felt it should have been called the Scott-Applegate Road. Regardless, in 1992, the U.S. Congress officially designated the trail, “The Applegate
Trail”.
In 1847, Levi Scott returned to improve the trail. With the discovery of gold, the trail saw a marked influx of settlers, some taking notice of the rich, fertile soil and the mild climate of the Rogue Valley and returning to homestead the area. In 1853, despite all the killings of emigrants at “Bloody Point” by the Modoc Indians the previous year, some 3000 people used the Applegate Trail. Only so much can be told about the Southern Road on one sheet of paper. There is so much left out. The Applegate Trail played a huge part in the settling of Southern Oregon and Northern California and we are smack dab in the middle of it. Please take the time to put your phones down, get the kids off the couch and explore the fascinating history that surrounds us. 
A good place to start is the Merrill Historical and Modoc War Museum right here at 301 East Second Street. Hours are 8:00 to 4:00 Monday through Friday and give Greg Matthews a holler.
________________________________
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES                   & SPECIAL DAYS
Happy Birthday and Anniversary to City of Merrill Residents! 
We'd love to share your memorable occasions, crafts, and food ideas with the community. 
Please send a note, call 541-798-5808, visit the Recorder’s Office or send an email to clerk@cityofmerrill.org.
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